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high-church man and royalist, and retained his attachment to the , unfortunate house of Stuart, though he reconciled himself, by casuistical arguments of expediency and necessity, to take the-oaths imposed by the prevailing power1.
• There is a circumstance in his life somewhat romantick, but so well authenticated, that I shall not omit it. A young woman of Leek, in Staffordshire, while he served his apprenticeship there, conceived a violent passion for him ; and though it met with no favourable return, followed him to Lichfield, where she took lodgings opposite to the house in which he lived, and indulged her hopeless flame. When he was informed that it so preyed upon her mind that her life was in danger, he with a generous humanity went to her and offered to marry her, but it was then too late: her vital power was exhausted ; and she actually exhibited one of the very rare instances of dying for love. She was buried in the cathedral of Lichfield ; and he, with a tender regard, placed a stone over her grave with this inscription :
Here lies the body of
Mrs. ELIZABETH BLANEY, a stranger.
She departed this life
20 of September,  1694.
father could not bear to talk of his     p.14. Mr. Crokcr noticing the violence
affairs, and my mother being unac-     of Johnson's  language  against  the
quainted with books cared not to talk     Excise,   with   great   acutene.ss   sus-
of anything else.    Had my mother     pectcd ' some cause of personal ani-
been more literate,  they had been     mostly ; this mention of the trade in
better companions.    She might have     parchment    (an   exciseable   article)
sometimes introduced her unwelcome     afforded a clue, which has led to the
topic with more success, if she could     confirmation of that  suspicion.    In
have diversified her conversation.   Of     the records of the Excise Board is to
business   she had  no  distinct  con-     be  found   the following  letter,  ad-
ccpticm ; and therefore her discourse     dressed to the supervisor of excise
was   composed   only of  complaint,     at Lichfield :    'July 27, 1725.    The
fear, and suspicion.   Neither of them     Commissioners received yours of the
ever tried to calculate the profits of     22nd instant, and since the justices
trade, or the expenses of living.    My     would not give judgment against Mr.
mother concluded that we were poor,     Michael  Johnson,  the tanner,  not-
because   we  lost   by  some   of  our     withstanding  the   facts  were   fairly
trades ;  but the truth was, that my     against him, the Board direct that the
father, having in the early part of his     next time he offends, you do not lay
life contracted debts, never had'trade     an information against him, but send
sufficient to enable him to pay them     an affidavit of the fact, that he may
and  maintain  his family ;   he   got     be prosecuted in the Exchequer.' something, but not enough.' Annals,         ' Sec post, March 27, 1775.
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